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But in fact, what we’re left with is
this do-nothing approach and the lead-
ership in Congress saying let’s adjourn
for 5 weeks rather than address this
problem because they’re afraid of the
realization, and I think they realize
that if we had a vote on this, we opened
it up to all amendments so that we
could actually talk about a full, com-
prehensive energy plan which our coun-
try doesn’t have—the fact that if we
did that, you would see an immediate
drop, even bigger than that $10 a barrel
drop you saw that one day. You would
see a dramatic drop, as my friend from
California talked about, at least a 20
percent drop, which our people, our
constituents all across this country
would realize very quickly in a lower
price of gas at the pump, and that’s ul-
timately what we should be trying to
achieve.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
We’re here tonight to ask the Demo-
crat majority to let us take a vote on
all-the-above, no more excuses.

You know, the interesting thing is we
actually took a vote on the floor today.
You know, we’re here taking votes, 435
Members. We took a vote today to go
home. So leadership’s letting us take
votes but just not on energy bills. I
think that’s a point that ought to be
taken to the American people. They
need to understand that we’re taking
votes. We’re just not taking votes to
increase the supply of energy. All of
the above, wind, solar, coal, oil, drill-
ing, natural gas, we’re taking votes but
not to increase energy. We’re taking
votes to go home for 5 weeks. That
means for 5 weeks gasoline prices are
going to be high back in northeast Ten-
nessee. That’s not what the American
people look for.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I ask any
Member here, what’s the Democratic
leadership afraid of? Do y’all know? I
think they’re afraid it will pass. I
think that’s the problem. I think
they’re afraid that this will pass and
they won’t have the environmental
wackos and radical environmentalists
that they can pander to anymore.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. I
think I have an answer to that because
I do believe there are some common-
sense Democrats on this floor. This is
not a Republican issue. This is not a
Democrat issue. This is an American
issue. The only thing standing between
us and the vote is NANCY PELOSI’s Dem-
ocrat leadership. I would call on the
Democrat leadership to let us vote. Let
Republicans vote. Let Democrats vote.
Let them vote their conscience. Let
them vote their district.

And I would, without a doubt, believe
that we could go home on August 1, 48
hours from now, with an energy plan
that would bring down prices at the
pump because there’s going to be some
commonsense Democrats that will vote
to make sure that moms and dads have
some relief at the pump; young fami-
lies have some relief at the pump; sen-
ior adults have some relief at the
pump; small businesses have some re-
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lief at the pump. We need some relief
at the pump.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Re-
claiming my time, because as we begin
to end here, one, I want to thank all
my colleagues for coming down, for
talking to the American people about
the quarterly report, telling them what
actually goes on in this building.

When we think for one moment that,
as this House adjourns—not because
anybody on this floor right now voted
to adjourn. We said let’s stay here and
let’s create a plan that creates an en-
ergy program that has all the above,
from wind, to solar, to hydrogen, to nu-
clear, to exploration, takes us into the
new frontier.

Because when you think of the floor
that we’re on, they built this Dome in
the Civil War. You think of the chal-
lenges that this country has faced. And
time and time again, we have met that
challenge. But how did we meet that
challenge? By not being afraid of de-
bate, by not being afraid of the idea
coming forward, not being afraid of one
side of the aisle or the other, not say-
ing the country’s red or blue. This
country is red, white and blue.

And that’s the American energy plan
we have. It makes us American inde-
pendent of foreign countries. It stops
sending the greatest amount of wealth
out of this country to somebody else by
creating American jobs right here.

But the only way we’re ever going to
be able to do it is that this Demo-
cratic-controlled Congress has got to
change. It’s got to allow the idea to
come forth and not be afraid of the
vote.

So, today, when you go home and
when you see your Member out maybe
in a parade, maybe on a street corner,
maybe they’re having a town hall
meeting, ask that Member if they
voted to adjourn. Did they vote to
stay? Did they vote to make America
energy independent? Or did they vote
no, let’s go home, let’s let that price go
up higher?

Well, I want to thank the Members
for being a part of this tonight, and
thank you for coming down and telling
the American people where the report
stands, where we’re going forward and
being willing to lead, going to Golden,
Colorado, to see the renewable energy,
and going to ANWR.
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D&D DISPLAYS INNOVATES IN
NORTH WILKESBORO

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to salute the innovative and
hardworking folks at D&D Displays in
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Earlier this week, I visited D&D’s
manufacturing facilities in North
Wilkesboro, North Carolina to learn
more about this fine company’s con-
tributions to the Ilocal economy in
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Wilkes County. I toured D&D Displays’
facility and spoke with company em-
ployees about policies that promote
economic growth and well-paying jobs
in North Carolina. I was honored to be
joined by D&D Displays’ CEO, James
D. Brown, as well as by representatives
from the Chamber of Commerce.

Our great Nation has a long tradition
of economic growth that provides one
of the foundations of our freedoms, so
it is exciting to see the progress that
D&D Displays has made in Wilkes
County to create good jobs and to
boost the local economy.

During my visit, I also learned that
this local employer recently landed a
new project that could provide up to
$22 million in new revenue for the
North Wilkesboro-based company and
that could double or triple the com-
pany’s employment rolls.

Success stories like D&D Displays
are based on the innovative, creative
and hardworking people of this country
who ask nothing from government ex-
cept to get out of their way so they can
thrive. Congratulations to D&D Dis-
plays on their upcoming expansion. My
hope is to see them continue to expand
their business and to contribute to
North Carolina’s economy.

———

IMPROVING ENERGY, NATURAL
DISASTER AND HEALTH CARE
POLICIES IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TSONGAS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 1
appreciate the honor to be recognized
to address you here on the floor of Con-
gress, and to kick off this Special
Order moment, I would be pleased to
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia, Dr. BROUN.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I thank my
colleague for yielding.

America right now is drilling for ice
on Mars. Yet we cannot drill for oil in
America. This is insane. If we have the
technology to explore beneath the sur-
face of Mars, then we must have the
technology to explore for oil here at
home in an efficient, environmentally
friendly fashion.

Our home-grown energy businesses
employ that technology off the coast of
Louisiana today. Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita toppled many of the oil rigs
offshore, but there was no environ-
mental catastrophe. Not one drop of oil
was spilled. Not one drop washed up on
the shorelines.

I respect Louisiana Democrats CHAR-
LIE MELANCON and MARY LANDRIEU,
who support their State’s exploration
and development in the face of stiff op-
position within the Democratic Party’s
ranks.

Why can’t we learn from Louisiana’s
success?

There are some who like to say we’re
facing an energy crisis, and then
they’ll use those two words to manipu-
late votes this December. For there
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